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troduction to the Scarlet Letter; Essex In-
stitute; and the Peabody Museum. The first
industry of Salem was fishing. As early as
1670 vessels from this port sailed to the West
Indies, and during the Revolution privateers
from Salem were active in the capture of
British vessels. Cotton goods, shoes, leather,
lumber products, machine-shop products,
lead, chemicals, and cordage, are manufac-
tured.

In 1629 the first church was organized,
from which Roger Williams was driven out
in 1636. Salem was the principal seat of the
witchcraft delusion in 1692. In 1774 the first
provincial house of representatives met in
Salem, John Hancock presiding, and declared
itself an independent political power. Armed
resistance to the British was made at the
North Bridge, Feb. 26, 1775. Salem was in-
corporated as a city in 1836. It is the birth-
place of Hawthorne, Prescott, and W. W.
Story the sculptor. In 1914 the city was vis-
ited by a disastrous conflagration which de-
stroyed nearly $13,000,000 worth of prop-
erty; p. 41,213.

Salem, city, New Jersey. Points of inter-
est are the colonial Court House, John Tyler
Library (1804), Friends' Meeting House,
erected in 1772. Its industrial establishments
include fruit and vegetable canneries, glass-
works, flour mills, iron foundries; p. 8,618.

Salem, city, capital of Oregon. Educa-
tional institutions include Williamette Univ-
ersity (M.E.) and Academy of the Sacred
Heart (R.C.). Salem is the trade center of a
rich agricultural district, producing fruit,
hops, and grain, and has flour mills, foundries,
fruit-packing houses; p. 30,908.

Salem, town, Virginia. It is picturesquely
located in the Great Valley in an agricultural
and fruit growing region, and its medicinal
springs and scenic beauty make it a favorite
Southern resort. It is the seat of Roanoke
College; p. 5,737-

Salerno, city, capital of the province of
Salerno, 45 m. by rail s.e. of Naples. It is the
seat of an archbishop, and has a cathedral
dating back to 1084. Known to the ancients
as Salernum, it was made a Roman colony in
194 B.C. In the middle ages it was famous for
its medical school; p. 63,106.

Sales Tax, a form of tax levied on the
gross turnover of all sales, payable by the
seller to the government. It has been a suc-
cessful means of government revenue in vari-
ous countries including Mexico, the Philip-
pines, Canada and France. In the U. S. no
Federal action has yet been taken in regard

to the sales tax. In the States in which it has
recently been adopted there has been diver-
gence as to the measure of the tax, the rate,
and the exemptions. Gross income or gross
receipts have been the basis of the tax in the
majority of cases. The States differ as to
whether gross sales of personal property alone
should be taxed, or whether real estate, and
other receipts should be included. The ex-
emption frequently adopted has been $1,200
of gross sales, though here again various pro-
visions have been made. The rate is usually
one-half of i per cent, and this usually falls
upon the consumer. In many cases the pro-
ceeds have been applied to unemployment re-
lief.
In New York City, a sales tax was intro-
duced in December, 1934, to finance relief of
the unemployed. It was planned that the
vendor should add to the sales price of each
retail transaction according to a scale: with
the price 1-12 cents, no tax; with the price
13-62 cents, a tax of i cent, etc., up to the
price of $4.62-$5.i2, a tax of 10 cents. It was
anticipated that an annual return of 40 mil-
lion dollars would be gained, but these expec-
tations were not fully realized.
Salicin, CeHnOsOCcHtCHoQH, a glucoside
occurring in the bark of the willow tree,
from which it can be extracted by boiling
with water. Internally, salicin is used as
a specific for rheumatism and rheumatic
fever.
Salic Law, generally the law by which
females, and those who trace their descent
from the royal house through females, are in
some countries debarred from succeeding to
the throne. In reality the Salian or Salic law
is a barbarian Teutonic code of law of un-
certain date, perhaps about A.D. 460.
Salicylates, or salts of salicylic acid, are
used, like the acid, in rheumatic affections.
Salicylic Acid, ortho-hydroxy-benzoic
acid, CeH4(OH)COOH, occurs principally in
nature as its methyl ester in the oil of winter-
green, from which it is extracted by saponi-
fication with caustic potash. It is a powerful
antiseptic, and is employed as a preservative
for foods. It is a most valuable remedy in the
treatment of rheumatism.
Salina, city, Kansas. It is the seat of
Kansas Wesleyan University and St. John's
Military Academy. Salina is located in a fer-
tile agricultural and stock-raising region and
is an important trading center; p. 21,073.
Salinas, city, Cal. It is located in an agri-
cultural, dairying, stock-raising, and wool-
growing region. Here is the Spreckles beet